
 

 

 

October 7, 2015 

 

Dear All, 
 
On behalf  of  Lapworth Surgery I have just signed a data exchange agreement. 
The 43 page legal document is on the website for you to view in its full glory if  
you wish but I wanted to try to give a summary of  what I see as the benefits of  
this agreement. 
 
We have recently joined a 35 practice GP Federation to try and give us support 
and guidance. The 35 practices in the Federation represent all but one of  the 
practices in South Warwickshire. Within the Federation are trusted and gifted 
friends and colleagues whom I have worked with for 15 years. 
 
In order for the Federation to help us perform the increasingly bureaucratic 
tasks imposed on us from the government, and to share policies and protocols 
we need to share anonymised data between the groups. After discussion with 
Caron and the Practice Manager we believe this data sharing agreement is a 
safe way to do this. All data that leaves the surgery will be anonymised and 
dealt with by other Practice Managers and staff  who fully understand the 
implications of  data security in their own surgeries. 
 
In addition this agreement will allow staff  at A&E in Warwick hospital to 
access your data in a very specific circumstance. That specific circumstance is 
if  you are admitted to Warwick hospital and give your consent at the time. 
Only then can a senior member of  staff, identified by their individual identity 
card access your record to read only, they cannot alter your GP record. If  they 
were to try to access data without your consent they would lose both their job 
and their professional certificate as a nurse or doctor. One of  the A&E 
managers will be able to audit data access and patient attendances to see any 
discrepancies. Having this access would allow hospital specialists to treat you 
more quickly and efficiently. I estimate that I am 30-40% less effective when I 
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consult without my notes in front of  me, (taking my effectiveness below 0 
probably!) 
 
 
No other hospital or centralised NHS organisation will hold your data. I hope 
this addresses some of  your fears and concerns. If  you need further 
information please read the full DEA. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Gareth   
  


